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Chris Newton, and it continues for so 
many others today. 

We received much information about 
Chris and his undertakings. Ernalee 
Phelps, who is the director of resources 
development at the Pappas School, 
spoke glowingly of Mr. Newton. She 
writes, ‘‘He could have blamed the 
world for his problems or chose another 
way by turning into another genera-
tion of homelessness, but through the 
giving of others and the Pappas Schol-
arship Foundation he was given the 
chance to succeed. Having said that, we 
recognize that to receive a scholarship 
is one thing, but to honor it and treas-
ure it is another. He had to follow 
through with attending and keeping up 
with the classes. He could have given 
up at any time but he didn’t. Some-
times society makes it easier for indi-
viduals who have already struggled 
with homelessness to fail.’’ The sad 
fact is some will fail, but ‘‘Chris knew 
that it takes determination to suc-
ceed.’’

Mrs. Phelps continues, ‘‘I have had 
the honor to know this young man for 
7 years now. Chris never gave up, got 
angry, blamed anyone or asked me for 
a handout. He is always friendly, cour-
teous and respectful. If Chris were my 
own son, I could not be more proud of 
him.’’ 

Chris says, quoting Mr. Newton now, 
‘‘I tell kids you have to be open-mind-
ed. There are always obstacles, but do 
not let them stop you. I know people 
have set high expectations for me, and 
I never wanted to disappoint them.’’

Mr. Speaker, Chris Newton is not dis-
appointing. He is achieving. Congratu-
lations to Chris Newton, today a grad-
uate of Arizona State University and 
an alumnus of the Pappas School for 
Homeless Children.

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.)
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HONORING THE NETHERLANDS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. MCCOTTER) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to pay tribute today to a true and 
trusted ally, the Netherlands. It is a re-
lationship that predates our Republic’s 
founding and prospers into our Repub-
lic’s future. 

Our commodious ties span from 
Henry Hudson’s 1609 Dutch East India 
Company voyage to today’s annual 
trade of more than $18 billion. And in 
our pursuit, protection, and promotion 
of peace, the Dutch and the American 
people have always been and always 
will be the bravest of friends. 

Recent notable examples of our com-
mon courageous bonds include Afghani-

stan, where the Dutch sent their own 
brave soldiers to eradicate terror net-
works, and in Iraq where they yet 
again lent their manpower and now 
pledge their aid and support to help the 
newly liberated people of Iraq to grow 
their Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in ex-
tending our sincerest gratitude to our 
Dutch friends for all they have done for 
us and for all the world.

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia 
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

MOTIVATING CHINA—JAPAN’S 
NUCLEAR OPTIONS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. KIRK) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, on the depar-
ture of the South Korean President, we 
have to look at the North Korean situ-
ation with new eyes. I think it is clear 
that U.S. pressure on North Korea will 
not be effective since North Korea is a 
very poor country under 50 years al-
ready of U.S. economic sanctions. 
There are few, if any, U.S. options to 
bring effective nonmilitary pressure to 
bear. It is also clear that the South Ko-
rean Government will not issue new ef-
fective pressure on North Korea. But 
Chinese pressure can be effective. 

China is the primary donor to North 
Korea, and despite cool relations, 
China supports North Korea to prevent 
a collapse. China so far has rejected 
pressure because it fears any pressure 
may hasten the very collapse of North 
Korea they intend to prevent. There-
fore, finding a motivation for China to 
help generate effective pressure from 
North Korea is asking the question, 
what do the Chinese regard as worse 
than risking a North Korean collapse? 
And the answer is the potential of Jap-
anese nuclear armament. 

Few of us have realized that Japan 
owns more plutonium than in the 
United States nuclear arsenal. Japan 
has a large nuclear power program. It 
is seeking to reduce its reliance on for-
eign uranium by recycling nuclear fuel 
that will make its plutonium stockpile 
grow even larger. 

Today Japan owns 38 tons of pluto-
nium, 5 tons located in the country and 
33 tons at its European processors. 
That is enough for 7,000 nuclear weap-
ons. Japan is also accelerating its pro-
duction of plutonium. Once the 
Rokkasho-mura reprocessing plant 
comes online in 2005, Japan will be able 
to produce 100 tons of plutonium by 
2015. North Korea recently complained 
in public about 206 kilos of missing plu-
tonium from Japan’s Tokai-mura facil-
ity. 

Japan is also rethinking its defense 
policy. Prime Minister Koizumi is lead-
ing efforts to expand Japan’s defense 
role. Japan’s self-defense force won 
Diet approval recently of purchasing 
long-range strike aircraft, including 
four 767 tankers; power projection, in-
cluding the formation of an air brigade; 
and missile defense, including soft-
ware, hardware and AEGIS class cruis-
ers. 

Japan’s perception of the North Ko-
rean threat is growing. North Korea 
shot a No Dong missile over Japanese 
territory in 1994. They shot a Taepo-
dong missile over Japan in 1998. In De-
cember Japanese Coast Guard vessels 
clashed with North Korean spy boats. 

There is a nuclear debate beginning 
in Japan. In April, opposition leader 
Ichiro Ozawa openly discussed the nu-
clear option. In May, Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Fukuda generally hinted at 
revising defense doctrine. And last 
month, Defense Minister Ishiba stated 
Japan might conventionally strike 
North Korea first. 

Japan is also developing delivery ve-
hicles. Japan’s H–2 civilian rocket pro-
gram is very advanced, and Japan is 
participating in missile defense focused 
on software, nose cones, infrared seek-
ers, warheads and rocket motors. 

All of these facts should be shared at 
the highest level with Japanese lead-
ers. We can help China to understand 
that if North Korea fully develops a nu-
clear arsenal, Japan may develop a de-
terrent. 

Japan’s nuclear arsenal would quick-
ly outpace China’s. France’s nuclear 
submarine costs just $13 billion and 
would be well within Japan’s means. 
And Japan nuclear armament would 
encourage other Asian nations to also 
arm, even Taiwan. 

These facts should be shown to be 
clear that the Chinese should act clear-
ly to diffuse the North Korea crisis. 

Article 9 of Japan’s Constitution 
commits to no use of war to resolve 
international disputes. And it takes a 
two-thirds vote of both houses to 
amend the Constitution. Support for 
Article 9 in Japan now in the face of 
the North Korean threat is just 50/50. 
Japanese Prime Minister Sato formally 
studied a nuclear weapons program in 
1967, and Japan would have to leave the 
Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty that 
it ratified in 1977. 

Some have said the Japanese reactor-
grade plutonium would not be fully us-
able, but the U.S. detonated a reactor-
grade plutonium device in 1962, and in 
order to discourage other countries 
from using plutonium as a fuel, Presi-
dent Carter declassified data on the 
feasibility of a reactor-grade pluto-
nium for nuclear weapons in 1976. 

We need to help China understand 
that other Asian nations maybe forced 
to develop a nuclear deterrent. To curb 
this crisis, China must act, otherwise 
there will be an historical reversal of 
power in Asia, something the Chinese 
should realize and seek to avoid.
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